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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final office action in response to communications received 
08/28/2006. Claims 1 and 23-27 have been amended. Claims 1-27 are now pending. 

Response to Amendment 

2. AppUcants renumbering of claims 21.-27 is sufficient to overcome the claim objections 
set forth in the previous office action. ' 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: typographical error. 
Claim 19 recites "farther comprising", which should more appropriately be 

7-further comprising-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

- . . . .... ... i . 

5. Claims 23-26 are rejected xmder 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which appUcant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 23 recites ' Vhefein the step of storing on the data storage means a user data file 
wherein the user data file contains information pertaining to the user, includes information 
pertaining to a potential user if the user has not ahready become a user". It is unclear as to what 
is specifically occurring in this limitation, as it is not clear what is the difference between a user 
and a potential user is, since the potential user is being stored in the user data file and appears is 
able in steps a)-q) to have the same privileges as a user. Since it appears that the potential user is 



Application/Control Number: 10/037,912 - — " Page 3 

Art Unit: 3623 

actually using the system (with no functional distinction in the claim ), it is imclear how the user 
is a ' 'potential user". Since it is assumed that the user and the potential user are not the same 
person, examiner has construed this limitation as-^-wherein the step of storing on the data storage 
means a user data file wherei^the user data file contains information pertaining to the user or 
includes information pertaining to a potential user if the user has not already become a user-. 
Clarification is required. 

Claims 24-26 depend firom claim 23 and are therefore also rejected for the reasons set 
forth above. ^ 

Claim Rejections '35 use §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriiate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under Jthis section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patient 'unless^ / i. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1, 4-23, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S:C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Moseley et al. (Mastering OiTwe 97: Professional EditionY 

As per claim 1, Moseley' et aL teaches a system for scheduling events simultaneously 
onto a plurality of calendars, comprising: 

data storage means for storing data (See page 8, which discloses the database 
requirements of Microsoft O^ce, which includes Microsoft Outlook); 
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input means for inputting data into the data storage means (See pages 17-22, which 
disclose input means and the user interface. See also page 787, which shows an example of a 
calendar input screen); - 

viewing means for viewing data (See pages 22, 784, 790-1, which discloses screen shots 
of the displays viewable by the user computer); 

user data identifying each user or potential user of the system (See page 796-7, wherein 
users of the system are identified by name); 

event data identifying an event (See pages 787-8, 790-2, which discloses event data); 

association means for associating a user with event data (See page 787, 792, 796-8, 
wherein a user is associated with an event, and the event is entered onto the user's calendar); 

user data file containirfg event data, wherein each user is provided with an electronically 
generated calendar (See pages 787, 790-2, 798, wherein a user has an electronic calendar 
associated with him/her), and wherein a potential user is notified of a first populated event on 
said user's calendar prior to the potential user accessing the user's calendar (As for the potential 
user, the potential user is riot required in systems where only the user are identified (as per the 
limitation "identifying eacliiiserOT potential usef' above, which is in the altemative). 

As per claim 4, Moseley et al. teaches user group identification means associating one or 

.j . , 

more users with a group, wherein a user is selected for association as a member of the group by 

the user creating the group (See page3 770-1, wherein category groups are created by the user to 

keep track of contacts)/^' ■ * ' 

As per claim 5, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the user selected is the user creating the 

group (See pages 770-1, wherein the user caii'be in a group). 
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As per claim 6, Moseley et al. teaches link data for storing retrievable data, and linking 
means for linking link data wkh #vent data (See pages 797 and 81 5, wherein the names shown 
are linked to stored data concerning a users email address and calendar, and wherein this user 
can be linked to an event. See pages 796-8). 

As per claim 7, Moseley et al. teaches wherein user data for each user comprises 
information for identifying a user (See page 796-7, wherein users of the system are identified by 
name). 

As per claim 8, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the information for identifying a user 
comprises public/knowniuser information (See page 796-7, wherein users of the system are 

identified by name, which is accessible and known by the system). 

* \ 

As per claim 9, Moseley et al teaches wherein the information for identifying a user 
comprises a user's email address (See page 770, 796-7, 811-2, 814-5, wherein email addresses 
identify users). * ' * - " ' ' ' 

As per claim 10, Mosdey et al. teaches wherein the user data identifying each user or 
potential user of the systeitf cbmprises a user identifying string (See page 770, 796-7, 811-2, 814- 
5, wherem email addresses serve as user identifier strings). 

As per claim 1 1, Moseley et al.- teaches wherein the user identifying string can be 
associated with onie of niore alias strings bf the user to associate the useif with event data posted 
for that user under each of the user identifying strings and alias strings, regardless of which user 
identifying string the user inputs to sign onto the system (See page 770, 796-7, 811-2, 814-5, 
wherein the user identifying string (email address) is associatisd with one alias (the linked name), 
therefore the user is aissociafed with the event using the email and tlie alias of the user). 
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As per claim 12, Moseley et al, teaches control means for controlling the availability of 
information on a user's calendar for viewing by other users (See page 788 and 794, which 
discloses making task and event data private). 

As per claim 13, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the control means comprises means for 
selectively permitting a first user to compare a time interval with a scheduled event on a second 
user's calendar for ascertaining whether the second user has available time or whether an event is 
scheduled for that time interval (See pages-796-8, which discloses seeing the availability of a 
second user in a time interval). 

As per claim 14, Moseley et ail.. teaches wherein the control means comprises means for 
selectively permitting a furst user to view a second user's calendar (See pages 788 and 794, 
wherein a user chooses to allow another user to view information on the user's calendar). 

As per claim 15, Moseley et al. discloses wherein the control means comprises means for 
selectively permitting a first.iiser to allow a second user to view one or more events of the first 
user's calendar (See pages 788 and 794, wherein a user chooses to allow another user to view 
information on the user's calendar). ~ ' ' 

As per claim 16, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the control means comprises means for 
selectively permitting a first lisd: to ptevent other users fi-om viewing one or more events of that 
first user's calendar (See pages 788 and 794, wherein a user makes an event/meeting/task private 
and not viewable). "* 

As per claim 17, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the control means comprises means for 
selectively permitting a first user to prevent other users from viewing one or more events of that 
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first user's calendar (See pages 788 and 794, wherein a user makes an event/meeting/task private 
and not viewable). 

As per claim 1 8, Mosgjey et al. teaches reminder means for generating a reminder of an 
event which is sent to the us^ in advance of the event (See pages 787, 794, wherein a reminder 
is sent to the user to remind the user of the event). 

As per claim 19, Moseley et al. teaches^means for controlling the reoccurrence of an 
event at a predetermined inteiyal (See page 788-9 and 794, wherein events are set to reoccur at 
predetemiined intervals (daily, weekly, monthly, yearly)). 

As per claim 20, Moseley et al. teaches wherein the recurring event is coxmted to provide 
on the user's calendar the recurring event at the predetermined interval with the counted number 
associated with the event (Seepages 788-9 and 794, where the recurrence range of ending after 
X number of occurrences is used to count the event's times of occiuxences, this number stored 
and associated with the event). 

As per claim 21, Moseley et aL^teaches-wherein the recurring event is an annually 
recurring event, and wherein Jhe^event data is controlled to list the event annually on the user's 
calendar (See pages 788-9 arid 794, which iUscloses yearly intervals for recurring events). 

As per claim 22, Moseley et al. teaches user testing means for enabling a user to 
determine whether email addresses of intended-recipients of a message are users of the system 
based on one or more associated^email addresses associated with the user (See page 815, which 
shows means for looking iip users that are associated in the system. See page 797, wherein the 
users have calendars in the system that can be reviewed). 
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As per claim 23, Moseley et al^teaches-a fiiethod for providing notification of one or 
more scheduled events and scheduling events comprising the steps of: 

a) providing data storage means for storing data (See page 8, which discloses the 
database requirements of Microsoft Office, which includes Microsoft Outlook); 

b) providing input means for inputting data into data storage means (See pages 17-22, 
which disclose input means arid the user interface. See also page 787, which shows an example 
of a calendar input screen); 

c) providing viewing means for viewing data stored in the data storage means (See pages 
22, 784, 790-1, which discloses screen^shots of the displays viewable by the user computer); 

d) inputting with input* means information about an event into data storage means (See 
pages 787-8; 790-2, which 'discloses event data); 

e) inputting with input means into the data storage means user data (See pages 17-22, 
which disclose input means iaEnd the user interface. See also page 787, which shows an example 
ofa calendar input screen);' V • - • - - i^v ii .... 

f) providing procfess^r m^eabs for probessing data (See pages 17-22 and 24-26); 

g) associating event data with user data (See page 787, 792, 796-8, wherein a user is 
associated with an event; and the event is entered onto the user's calendar); 

h) comparing user datlJ associated with event data with'iiser information data to identify a 
user (See pages 812-i3, wherein the user uses 'a password to access information in the system); 

i) associating an event with an identified user to create a user data file (See page 787, 
792, 796-8, wherein a user is associated with an event, and the event is entered onto the user's 
calendar); • ^ . .;;.n: a:, h-. 
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j) storing on the datastorage means a user data file wherein the user data file contains 
information pertaimng to a user (See pages 770, 772, 784, 812, wherein various information 
pertaining to the user is stored by the system); 

k) inputting personal user data information into the user data file (See page 786, 788, 792, 
which shows personal data, such as personal appointments and birthdays); 

1) providing a user identification string containing user identification data (See page 770, 
796-7,811-2,814-5); 

m) establishing a user identification data subset containing a user password data (See 
page 812 where each userlhas a pas'swotd to gain access to information); inputting with input 
means a user data information and user password data (See pages 17-22, which disclose input 
means and the user interface); 

n) accessing stored user data (See pages 812-3, wherein you use passwords to access the 
system. See page 787, 792; '79^^8, wherein the calendar data can be accessed and viewed); 

o) comparing the input user data information and password! data with user information 
data and corresponding user password data stored on the system to ideintify a user selected to 
receive event data (See pages 812-3); ' - 

p) storing in the user data file of a user selected to receive event data (See pages 797-8, 
wherem a user receives event data); " j . . : . 

q) displaying on viewing means a calendar graphic which includes the event data of the 
user data file, wherein the step of storing on the data storage means a user data file wherein the 
user data file contains information pertaining to a user or information pertaining tp a potential 
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user (See pages 787, 790-2, 798, wherein a user has an electronic calendar associated with 
him/her. Since the member is a user, no consideration of him being a potential user is needed). 

As per claim 26, Moseley et ah- teaches wherein the step of creating user identification 
data comprises inputting withinput means one or more user identification strings which 
correspond with a single user to represent a single user into the data storage means and 
associating one or more user identification strings which represent a single user with event data 
(See page 770, 796-7, 81 1-2, 814-5, wherein user identification data (linked to the name shown) 
is input into the system interface and is associated with an event). 

As per claim 27;. Moseley .et al. teaches a method for notifying a person of one or more 
scheduled events on a calendar, comprising the steps of associating with a person a calendar and 
notifying the person when there is an event posted to the person's calendar, and providing means 
for permitting the person to initialize, access and view the person's calendar, wherein a calendar 
event may be posted to the p&son's calendisu' prior to the tune that the person whose calendar the 
event was posted has initialized the calendar (See pages 787, 794, 796-8, wherein a person has a 
calendar and the person is' notified when an event is sent to the user's calendar system. The user 
has the abihty to access his/her calendar: "The user'cian choose to accept or decline the event. 
The request, when sent, wiirsit'in the person's inbox until the user views the request). 

Claim Rejections ' 35 USC §103 
8. The following is Vqiidtatiori of 35 U:S.C. 103(a) which'fomis tlie basis for all 
obviousness rejections sW fofth in tWs Office ac^^ ' ' ' * ** 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject ;mat1,er as aiwhole ^puld have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2-3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moseley et al. 
(Mastering Office 97: Professional Edition) . 

As per claim 2, Moseley et al. teaches means for permitting a user to add and edit events 
from die user's personal calendar without affecting the events viewable by other users (See pages 

786- 790, where the user can,add and edit items in the calendar). However, while Moseley et al. 
discloses editing events, Moseley et al. does not expressly deleting events. 

Moseley et al. discloses a scheduling and calendaring system where a user can add and 
edit events in his/her calendar. Examiner takes official notice that Outlook has the functionahty 
to delete meetings and events from one's calendar. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to permit a user to delete an event in order 
to allow a user to manage his/her time mofe efficiently. Se page 783. 

As per claim 3, Moseley et al. teaches wherein event data comprises one or the other or 
both o/data for a specific event which- is stbred in the user data ble and pointers stored in the 
user data file pointing to data for a specific event which is stored in a global event file (See pages 

787- 8, 790-2, 798 which discloses specific^event data, such as a time and title). 

10. Claims 24-25 rejecteS utidet yS U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moseley et al. 
{Mastering: Office 97: Professional Edition^ in view of Berenson (U.S. 2001/0049617). 

As per claim 24, Moseley et al. discloses storing event data in the data storage means 
(See pages 8, 770, 772, 784, '812). However, Moseley et al. does not expressly discloses the 
steps of storing event data iir-at least ^0 files, the at least two files including a global event data 
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file and a user data file, wherein the step of storing event data comprises associating event data 
stored in a global event data file with event data stored in a user data file. 

Berenson teaches storing the event <iata in at least two files, the at least two files 
including a global event data file and a user data file, wherein the step of storing event data 
comprises associating event ^ta stored in a global event data file with event data stored in a user 
data file (See figure 3, elements 301, 304, and 308, which discloses separating the data into at 
least two files, where the event data is global). 

Both Berenson and Moseley et al. discloses event scheduhng systems. Moseley et al. 
specifically discloses storing:data ih'the system related to the calendar and the user. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
scheme of Berenson in order to increase the ease of use and retrieval of the data. 

Claim 25 is substantially similar to claim 2 and is therefore rejected using the same art 
and rationale set fbrth^icw^^ : . . . i:!. s i .. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejections of the 02/24/2006 office action have 
been considered but are nioot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

12. AppUcant's reniarks coricerhihg the Microsoft reference (Moseley et al.) have been fully 
considered, but they are not persuasive. In the remarks, applicant argues that Moseley et al. does 
not teach or suggest events which can be niade private or for viewing by one or more particular 
users. ' ■ • 

In response to Ws argument. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner is not 
specifically clear fi-om this argument as to which claims the Applicant is specifically referring. 
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Moseley et al. does teach and suggest making events selectively private so that other users may 
not view information concerning the event. See page 788 and 794. 

^ ' Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. ^ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (571) 272-6737. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz cam reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUbation or proceeding is assigned is 57 1 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) systemi Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either gfivate PAIR or Public PAIR.^ Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Cehtier.(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTQ, Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

■ . V- . . • .... 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

bvd ' - Beth Van Doren 

November 3, 2006 • ; r:-:-' Patent Exaimner, AU 3623 



